@Congress of the Anited States
MWashington, BE 20515

April 24, 2013

The Honorable Shaun Donovan

Secretary

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20410

Dear Secretary Donovan,

It has come to our attention that the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) will be closing and consolidating a number of field offices around the country. Two of
the offices being considered for closure are located in Sacramento and Fresno. We write to you
to ask you to reconsider this decision.

California’s Central Valley has, unfortunately, led the Nation in foreclosures and many of
us have had serious concerns in the past about HUD’s commitment to serving the region. Cities
such as Sacramento, Stockton, and Fresno saw home values plummet and many homeowners
saw the American Dream of homeownership vanish. While our communities have begun to see
modest reductions in the number of foreclosures, HUD’s assistance will be imperative to ensure
affordable homeownership opportunities exist, sustainable community practices are
implemented, and public housing remains viable. HUD’s presence in these regions is needed to
ensure that its headquarters and regional offices are aware of the challenges our communities
face.

HUD?’s presence in the Central Valley has provided critical assistance by helping public
housing authorities, local government agencies and nonprofit organizations understand the
department’s programs and policies, thus allowing for better service to the organizations that
serve our constituents. Although larger HUD offices exist in San Francisco and Los Angeles, the
offices slated for closure are positioned to assist with needs specific to our communities which
have struggled with significantly high foreclosure rates over the last five years. We know budget
constraints force tough decisions, but we firmly believe HUD’s offices in Sacramento and Fresno
have benefited our communities and will continue to do so.

Again, we request that you consider all possible alternatives that would maintain a HUD
presence in the Central Valley. We look forward to a response regarding this important issue.

%RJS 0. MATSUI

Member of Congress

Sincerely,
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JOHN'GARAMENDI AMI BERA
Member of Congress Member of Congress




