McNerney Fights For Our Veterans

Introduces two bipartisan bills to employ veterans and assist disabled veterans

March 29, 2012

Washington, D.C. — Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) introduced two bills today to help
our nation’s veterans. The first, the Veterans Work Study Opportunities Act (H.R. 4300), will
permanently extend the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) work-study program, providing
jobs for veterans while they are in school. The second, the Quality Housing for Veterans Act
(H.R. 4299), will extend a grant program for severely disabled veterans to allow them to make
adjustments to their residences to accommodate their physical needs.

“These two bills address some of the real problems our veterans face when they return home.
We have a duty to provide for the men and women who have sacrificed so much to protect our
country, and my bills will help honor that commitment,” said Rep. McNerney.

H.R. 4300 permanently extends the work-study program most recently expanded in the
Veterans’ Benefits Act of 2010. Under this program, veterans who qualify can find employment
through the VA and Department of Defense (DOD), including working at one of the national
cemeteries, in academic departments, or doing outreach work.

H.R. 4299 will extend Temporary Residence Adaptation grants for veterans with
service-connected disabilities to allow them to live comfortably in their residences. The
Temporary Residence Adaptation grant is available for veterans who are currently residing in a
home owned by a family member to help them transition to their residences.

“| strongly believe that we must ensure that our servicemen and women smoothly make the
transition from active service to veteran status. Especially in today’s economy, making sure that
our veterans can access a quality education and a path to employment is a vital component to
their success here at home,” said Rep. McNerney.
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“For those who have suffered life-changing injuries, it is our responsibility to make sure our
veterans and their families have the resources they need to properly transition to civilian life
upon their return home. Having family support is critical to that process. Standing up for our
veterans and the benefits they have earned and deserve is one of the most important things |
do.”

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW) has endorsed H.R. 4300:

“The VFW is proud to support Congressman McNerney's bill, which calls for the extension of a
responsible program that helps ensure veterans can remain self-sufficient and gain real-world
experience while going to college," said VFW Executive Director Bob Wallace. "The VFW has
consistently supported the VA's work-study program and we appreciate Congressman
McNerney’s continued advocacy on behalf of our nation’s student-veterans.”

Both bills are cosponsored by Rep. Jon Runyan (R-NJ)
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