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Washington, DC – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) released a list of the individual appropriations funding requests he made earlier this year on behalf of residents of the 11th District.  These requests are commonly referred to as ‘earmarks.’

 

“I came to Washington committed to being open and accountable to Californians – and to change the way business is done here,” said Rep. McNerney.  “For too long, the earmark process has been shrouded in secrecy, allowing lawmakers to fund expensive boondoggle projects that benefit the special interests, as opposed to the public interest.”

 

The list of earmark requests made by Rep. McNerney can be seen here: http://McNerney.house.gov/pdf/McNerney_earmark_requests.pdf

 

Simply submitting an earmark request does not guarantee one cent of funding.  With the tight budget picture and an important Democratic commitment to fiscal responsibility, many of these projects – though they are worthy – may not see any funding this year.
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Rep. McNerney continued, “I am fully committed to fiscal discipline and responsibility.  I am proud to have voted to restore the important principle of Pay-As-You-Go budgeting, which helped lead to the economic surpluses of the 1990s.  And in the past few weeks, since the House began considering appropriations bills for the next fiscal year, I voted against nearly $3.5 billion in federal spending because of my commitment to reign in the federal deficit.”

 

Rep. McNerney submitted individual projects that improve public safety, invest in critical infrastructure, advance educational opportunities, and promote California specific research projects.
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