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Washington, DC – Today, Congressmen Jerry McNerney (CA-11) announced that funding for law enforcement projects in Lodi and San Joaquin County was approved by the U.S. House of Representatives, based on a request made by Rep. McNerney.  The funding was included in the 2008 Departments of Commerce, Justice, and Science Appropriations bill.

 

“These funds will allow local law enforcement agencies to better communicate and train first responders that we all rely on during an emergency,” Rep. McNerney said.  “Making sure law enforcement officers and emergency service personnel are effectively and routinely trained to do their jobs is critical.  And the need for first responders throughout the County to be able to communicate with one another is undeniable.”

 

Descriptions of the two projects appear below.

 

$100,000 for a Law Enforcement Training Facility in Lodi

Funding will be used to equip and operate a new training facility for the Lodi Police Department which will accommodate law enforcement and emergency services personnel as well as canine training.  Currently, the Lodi Police Department lacks the equipment and facilities to adequately train personnel on firearms usage, weaponless defense skills, search and rescue operations, emergency vehicle operations and numerous other training issues.
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$100,000 for San Joaquin County Interoperable Communications Equipment

Funding will be used to upgrade communications equipment to allow for interoperability across law enforcement agencies in San Joaquin County.  Radio is the primary communication tool used by first responders in the County; however, the technologies and frequencies used by the various agencies do not allow for adequate coordination.  That means that public safety officers and first responders within San Joaquin County cannot effectively communicate with each other during an emergency.

 

Funding for these projects is subject to approval by the Senate and then President Bush.  The appropriations process is expected to be complete by the start of the next fiscal year on October 1, 2007.
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