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Washington, D.C. – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney supported a revised bill to reauthorize and extend to additional eligible children the State Children’s Health Insurance Program.  The bill, H.R. 3963, passed by a vote of 265 to 142.

 

“I was proud – again – to support the critical State Children’s Health Insurance Plan, which provides health care to 45,000 children in San Joaquin, Contra Costa, and Alameda Counties,” Rep. McNerney said.  “There is no reason these children, and other low-income children nationwide, should not have health coverage.”

 

The bill considered today is a bipartisan plan to renew health coverage for over 6 million children nationwide and provide funding to extend care to nearly 4 million additional children who qualify based on their family’s income level.

 

“Millions of children, and their parents, rely on this program for preventive health care.  I am reminded of BreAnna and Zachary Turney, students at Tokay Colony Elementary School in Stockton,” Rep. McNerney said.  “Their mom, Danielle, enrolled them in the Healthy Families program and told me ‘If it weren’t for this program, my children wouldn’t have health care.’”
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Rep. McNerney continued, “Danielle said that since her children have been enrolled in Healthy Families, they have received immunizations and seen the doctor to treat colds and other childhood illnesses.  Without that type of preventive care, Danielle may have been forced to seek significantly more expensive treatment in the emergency room for a worsened condition that could have been treated earlier on.”

 

“Low income children in our nation deserve health coverage.  Today’s bill still covers 10 million low-income children and it addresses many of the concerns my colleagues who voted against previous versions of the bill used to justify their opposition,” said Rep. McNerney.  “Continued opposition to the State Children’s Health Insurance Program is simply playing politics.”

 

In an attempt to address concerns raised by President Bush and House Republicans, there are several changes to this bill that did not appear in previous versions:

    -  SCHIP coverage will be permitted for children only from families who earn less than 300 percent of the poverty level. 
    -  In order to ensure that lowest-income children are covered first, the states will only receive bonus payments for enrolling eligible children in Medicaid, in this case California’s MediCal program. 
    -  The revised bill goes even further that previous versions in clarifying that the legislation does not allow illegal immigrants to get SCHIP:    
    -  If the Social Security Administration cannot confirm an applicant’s citizenship, the applicant will be required to provide the state with additional documentation to confirm eligibility. 

    -  Under the original bill any childless adults covered under SCHIP – a decision made by individual states – would have to have been phased out over two years.  Under the bill passed today that requirement is moved up to one year. 

The Senate is expected to take up this revised version of the SCHIP legislation soon.

 

 

    
    

 2 / 2


